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Forty male Anglican clergy completed the Eysenck Personality
Questionnaire during mid-career development consultations. The
findings that the clergy display elevated neuroticism scores and
psychoticism scores no lower than men in general contradict
predictions emerging from recent studies concerned with the
relationship between personality and religion and suggest the need for
further research.

In their manual for the Eysenck Personality Questionnaire, Eysenck
& Eysenck (1975) include a table of mean scores on the dimensions of
extraversion, neuroticism and psychoticism for the various
occupational groups for which they had "a reasonable number of
entries." Among the male occupations the sample sizes vary between
nine and 231. Psychoticism scores range between 1.9 for machinists to
7.7 for art students. Extraversion scores range between 10.5 for
machinists to 16.0 for services. Neuroticism scores range between 7.1
for scientists to 12.7 for art students. Recent studies have mapped the
personality characteristics of various occupational groups on the EPQ,
including chartered accountants (Granleese & Barrett, 1990), creative
writers (Mohan & Tiwana, 1987), mathematicians (Hu & Gong, 1990)
and professional musicians (Wills, 1984). So far, however, no data
exist on the personality characteristics of the clergy mapped on the
EPQ.

While a single study conducted during the mid 1960s among 76
ordinands attending four theological colleges by Towler and Coxon
(1979), using the EPI (Eysenck & Eysenck, 1964), reports neuroticism
and extraversion scores very close to the published norms, more recent
studies on the relationship between personality and religion would lead
to the prediction of significant differences among the clergy in
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relationship to psychoticism (Francis & Pearson, 1985a) and lie scale
scores (Francis, Pearson & Kay, 1988) if the personality profile of the
clergy follows the same pattern as the personality characteristics of
religious people in general. Thus Eysenck's theory relating
tenderminded social attitudes to conditioning predicts a negative
relationship between psychoticism and religiosity (Pearson, Francis &
Lightbown, 1986), while considerable empirical evidence points to a
positive relationship between lie scale scores and religiosity, although
the theoretical explanation of this relationship remains problematic
(Pearson & Francis, 1989). On the other hand, neither theory nor
empirical data generally point to a significant relationship between
EPQ extraversion and religiosity (Francis & Pearson, 1985b) or
between the Eysenckian construct of neuroticism and religiosity
(Francis, Pearson, Carter & Kay, 1981).

METHOD

Forty male Anglican clergy attending mid-career development
consultations completed the EPQ (Eysenck & Eysenck, 1975) as part
of an assessment programme. The mean age of the sample was 46.7
years (SD 7.0) with a range from 36 to 59 years.

RESULTS

Table one presents the mean scale scores for the sample of forty
clergy alongside the norms published by Eysenck & Eysenck (1975)
for men between the ages of 40 and 49 years. The extraversion,
neuroticism and psychoticism norms were computed on 416 men,
while the lie scale norms were computed on 126 men.

TABLE 1: MEAN SCORES FOR CLERGY
COMPARED WITH POPULATION NORMS

Clergy sample  General norms

Personality variables M SD M SD t p

Extraversion 12.53 479 1238 514 0.18 ns

Neuroticism 10.60 6.55 9.17 506 +1.66 .05

Psychoticism 370 263  3.09 259 142 ns

Lie Scale 493 216 8.07 4.08 -446 .001
DISCUSSION

These findings pose some interesting challenges for developing
theory regarding the relationship between personality and religion.
Contrary to the theoretical predictions, the clergy display neither
higher lie scale scores nor lower psychoticism scores. Contrary to the
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theoretical predictions, the clergy display elevated neuroticism scores.
These clear disparities between theoretical predictions and empirical
findings point to the importance of further research mapping the
personality characteristics of the clergy, extending the present study
over a wider age range, across denominational groups and including
female clergy.
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