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JULIAN B. ROTTER

October 22, 1916–January 6, 2014

We note, with sadness, the passing of Dr. Julian B. Rotter, a longtime member 
of the Board of Consulting Editors of Social Behavior and Personality: an 
international journal. 

Dr. Rotter’s research and writings spanned seven decades and ranged widely in 
subject matter from level of aspiration to interpersonal differences in personality. 
A recipient of the American Psychological Association’s Distinguished Scientific 
Contribution award, he is considered to have transformed behavioral approaches 
to personality and clinical psychology through the development of his social 
learning theory.

Of equal note is his development of the theory of locus of control, which 
provided the foundation for subsequent research on psychological choice and 
perceived control. His work has influenced many other fields beyond psychology, 
including consumer research and religion.

Dr. Rotter was named one of the most eminent psychologists of the 20th 
century (Haggbloom, 2002), being the 18th most frequently cited in journal 
articles.
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